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What
happens if...

…5 cultures meet in one project team? What will be the implication 
of new business models on organizations in general and your future 
profession in particular?

These days' young business professionals need to keep ahead of business 
developments with the latest insights and theories. While exploring new 
management styles they have to be able to take the interests of multiple 
stakeholders in multiple scenarios into account.

At TIAS we educate on the guiding principle that today’s insights are not 
tomorrow’s solutions. So apart from teaching theory, we also focus on 
developing critical and inquisitive students. An attitude that inspires them 
to ask the questions that get to the truth of the matter and pursue the 
answers that will impact organizations, business and society.

NE V ER  S TO P  A S KIN G

 WHAT IF  5 CULTURES 
 MEET IN ONE PROJECT TEAM? 
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Why a Master of 
Science in Business 
Administration?

As an aspiring young business professional you want to accelerate 
your career, regardless of the state of the world economy. To 
compete successfully in the job market, you need to have a clear 
career goal and a passionate ambition to realize it. In addition, you 
need a broad range of skills, knowledge and know-how to set yourself 
apart from the rest.

The International Master of Science in Business Administration delivers 
on those requirements. It will enable you to engage with different areas of 
an organization and act in different roles within one. The program’s base is 
a series of general business courses that provide the foundation for one of 
the five tracks that make up the second stage of the program: Marketing 
Management, Financial Management, Change and Business Management, 
Investment Management and Business Analytics.

You will not only acquire the necessary knowledge and skills but also get 
ample opportunity to practice and apply them in case studies, projects, role 
plays and simulations. Coaching and guidance provided by TIAS will help 
you define your career path and focus your ambition.

1. Personal attention from admission to graduation and beyond
From the start, our Program Advisers make sure there is a good fit between 
you, your career goals and our program. Our Program Managers monitor your 
academic progress and our Career Coaches and Career Consultants help you 
determine your career path. 

2. Accreditation and real-world experience
Our MScBA program is accredited by the Netherlands Flemish Accreditation
Organization (NVAO), has institutional accreditation from the AACSB 
and the specialization track Investment Management is accredited by the 
Chartered Financial Analyst Institute (CFA). Our lecturers come from leading 
universities across the globe, bringing real-world situations into the classroom. 
An internship will give you professional experience, opening doors to a variety 
of job possibilities.

3. International team experience
Throughout the program, you will engage in teamwork with a group of highly 
motivated international students. The international experience will be further 
enhanced by an international study trip, and you also have the opportunity to 
join an exchange program with our international partners. Working with people 
from all over the world, you learn how to deal with cultural differences and a 
wide variety of communication styles. 

4. Personal and professional development
With our Personal Leadership and Career Development program (PLCD), we 
help you to grow on a professional as well as a personal level. Presentation, 
team dynamics, negotiations and communication skills are a few of the 
competencies we will work on with you.

5. Faster access to the job market
The program does not require a year-long pre-master, and our 12-month 
Master is shorter than most other programs. A Career Coach will help your 
transition out of the program. Of our 2014 graduates, 92% found a job within 
three months after graduation.

  WHY CHOOSE TIAS? 
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The 
Academic Program

From an academic viewpoint, the TIAS MScBA is designed as a four-
stage plan in which each stage lays the foundation to successfully 
master the next. The courses are offered in an accelerated block 
format. This unique format allows students to focus on only one or 
two subjects at a time.

stage 1

stage 2

stage 3

stage 4

Program overview

THESIS PROJECT

FOUNDATION COURSES

INTEGRATION COURSES

PREPARATORY COURSES

TRACKS

Marketing Management

Financial Management

Change and Business Management

Investment Management

Business Analytics

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5
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To cover any deficiencies that candidates 
might have, we offer preparatory courses 
in:

1. Academic Writing and Study Skills
2. Basic Accounting and Finance
3. Quantitative Methods in Business
4. Business Research & Reports
5. Accounting and Finance Computing 

Applications
6. Advanced Quantitative Methods in 

Business

The Admissions Board will review your
educational background to determine if 
and/or which courses will be necessary.

Applicants with a (non-business) Bachelor 
degree from a University of Applied 
Sciences (HBO) will be required to take 
preparatory courses 1 - 4 before the start 
of the program. Preparatory courses 5 
and 6, if necessary, will be taken before 
the start of your specialization track.

Preparatory Courses

The foundation courses provide 
the fundamentals of business and 
management. Gaining knowledge across 
the broad spectrum of business as well as 
developing critical thinking and analytical 
skills are crucial in order to make strategic 
business decisions in any field.

• Accounting and Finance
• Business Economics
• Business Research Methods
• Managing Information Systems / IT
• Marketing in the Services Economy
• Operations and Supply Chain 
 Management
• Organizational Behavior and 
 Leadership

Foundation Courses
(September - December 2016)

S t a g e  1

Stage 2 consists of four advanced 
courses in the focus area of your choice.

Marketing Management 
• Marketing Communications and   

Branding
• Digital Marketing
• Global Marketing in Dynamic   

Markets
• New Product and Services   

Development Strategy

Financial Management 
• Financial Management
• Capital Markets and Investment 
 Management
• Advanced Financial Management 
• International Financial Management

Change and Business Management 
• Business Dynamics
• Change Management
• Entrepreneurship
• Organizational Coaching and 
 Consulting 

With lectures by:

Investment Management
• Capital Markets and Investment 
 Management
• Financial Management
• Institutional Investor Management
• Risk Management 

The specialization track Investment 
Management is accredited by:

Business Analytics
• Business Data Analytics
• Business Intelligence
• Business Process & Data Mapping
• Decision Analysis & Optimization

With lectures by:

Track Courses
(January - March 2017)

S t a g e  2
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Internship
(September - December 2017)
Full-time students have the opportunity 
to do an internship within the framework 
of the program to gain work experience 
related to their fields of study. A 3-month 
internship can replace the elective, worth 
3 ECTS. The students themselves are 
responsible for finding a host organization 
and will receive support from Career 
Service.

Exchange Programs
The TIAS program definitely gives 
you a feel for international business 
environments at the Utrecht campus and 
during the international study trip. But 
you can take your intercultural business 
experience even further by participating 
in an exchange program at one of our 
partnership institutes:
• CASS in Bejing, China
• Guanghua School of Management in 

Bejing, China
• The National Chiao Tung University,  

College of Management in Taiwan
• Sungkyunkwan University in South 
 Korea
• Babson University in the USA
• EM Lyon, Lyon, France
• Jönköping University in Sweden
• University of Economics in Prague, 
 Czech Republic
• ISM University of Management and
 Economics in Vilnius, Lithuania

Exchange programs are offered to enrich 
your international experience and are not 
for credit. These institutions are located 
in the world’s most dynamic economic 
regions and your participation will make 
an indelible mark on your CV.

The program concludes with a thesis 
project comprising a detailed and original 
academic report on a specific marketing, 
finance or business issue. The thesis 
project is an ideal opportunity to test new 
ideas, knowledge and study skills aquired 
during the program. It also improves your 
employment and career prospects by 
displaying your capabilities.

Thesis project 
(June - September 2017)

S t a g e  4

During this stage you build upon and 
integrate the knowledge and skills 
developed in previous stages with the 
following courses.
• Strategic Management 
• International study trip
• Corporate Social Responsibility
• Elective

The International Study Trip (destination 
changes each year) will further deepen 
your understanding of international 
business from multiple perspectives. 

As an alternative to the elective, you can 
choose to do a 3-month internship. 

Integration Courses
(April - June 2017)

S t a g e  3
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C O U R S E S

“Before I started my TIAS program, I had 
already gained some academic experience 
at another University. Comparing these 
two studies, TIAS stands out because 
the academic insights are always linked 
to real life practices. The majority of the 
lecturers not only teach but have, or are, 
active in the business world.
The TIAS PLCD program is also based 
on a practical approach. Workshops on 
writing application letters, presenting and 
personal branding prepare you for what 
is about to come after your one year at 
TIAS. A year that is over before you know 
it.” 

TIAS School for Business and Society, the business school of Tilburg 
University and Eindhoven University of Technology, offers a broad 
portfolio of MBA’s, masters, company specific programs and master 
classes. Each year we welcome 2,400 participants from 25 countries. 
TIAS has a team of about 100 high-quality faculty members and 
researchers from all over the world. For our rankings, i.a. Financial 
Times, see www.tias.edu/rankings.

TSCHOOL FOR  
TBUSINESS AND SOCIETYT

Jan Vernooij
Class of 2013-2014 , 
Finance Management 
specialization.
Currently employed as 
International Business 
Analyst at AkzoNobel.

http://www.tias.edu/rankings
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Personal
Leadership and Career 
Development Program

The program starts with the Careerleader Test designed by Harvard 
Business School. The test looks at your personality as well as professional 
ambitions to establish a baseline and to understand what we need to work 
on for your career. In a series of intense workshops, supplemented with 
intensive personal coaching, we help you to eliminate deficiencies and 
to take your strengths to the next level. Goals and results are evaluated 
through peer-to-peer reviews in group assignments and self-assessment. 

You hone your networking skills and expand your network during workshops 
in CV Writing, Interview Techniques, Linked-In and Personal Branding as 
well as during company outreach days.  Our career consultant advises you 
personally on how to effectively approach the labor market and present 
yourself to potential employers. 

Impact is not only achieved through knowledge, but also through 
networks, skills and competencies. TIAS developed the Personal 
Leadership and Career Development program (PLCD) to help you 
improve on those attributes in order to execute an effective career 
plan. 

“As Career consultant I am involved in developing people’s futures. My 
passion is to give practical career advice to students and make the bridge 
between talent and organizations. The combination of cooperating with 
companies, coordinating the Personal Leadership and Career Development 
program and working with young ambitious students from different cultural 
backgrounds, makes my work both diverse and very enjoyable.”

  A 14,000+ MMMMM 
  ALUMNI NETWORKMMMMM 

  

A strong network is a powerful 
asset. It can help you find a 
new job, expedite a project or 
exchange ideas and information, 
to name but a few advantages. 
Participating in a TIAS program 
will immediately link you in with 
a network of over 14,000 TIAS 
alumni working and living across 
the globe. Joining TIAS literally 
means expanding your world and 
your world view.

Jelda Veninga
Career Consultant Full-time MScBA 
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The next step: 
your career

For many years now, the TIAS Full-time MScBA has proven to 
propel participants’ careers and to give them the step ahead they 
are looking for when they start the program. Three months after 
graduation, over 90% of them are employed in the career they 
desired.

Per track, the graduates generally find employment in one of the following 
positions:

Marketing Management track
Junior Brand Manager, Sales/Account Manager, Online or Product 
Marketeer, Management Trainee or Consultant

Financial Management track 
Business Analyst, Junior Financial Controller, Financial Research 
Analyst, Junior Financial Manager, Management Trainee or Consultant

Change and Business Management track
Business and Change Consultant, Project Manager, Management Trainee or 
General Business Consultant

Investment Management track 
Investment Banker, Broker, Trader, Portfolio Manager or Financial 
Analyst

Business Analytics track
Business Analytics, Operations and System Analytics, Supply Chain Analytics, 
Business Intelligence Consultant or Big Data Analytics

Examples of companies at which graduates started their career:
ING, Ernst & Young, Tommy Hilfiger, Samsung Electronics, BBDO, 
Accenture, KPMG, L’Oréal, Heineken, Rabobank International, Friesland 
Campina, Ormit, Capgemini, Tesla, Super Micro.
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Participants

We make it a point to have our classes 
as diverse as possible, with participants 
coming from a wide variety of geo- 
graphical, educational and professional 
backgrounds. TIAS’ action learning 
method - requiring intensive interaction 
and communication with your classmates 
- fully exploits this diversity to make you 
familiar with how cultures other than your 
own think and act in business.

Region of residence 
of the participants in the 
2015-2016 program

“Studying and working within such a cultural 
hub is a once-in-a-life-time experience. My 
class consisted of students from 22 nation-
alities. You learn about different cultures and 
it really widens your horizon. I learned a lot 
about myself, too. We all learned to reflect on 
our behavior and I have a better understanding 
on how others perceive me. This is crucial for 
your leadership development – understand 
how other understand you. To have the best 
hand-picked teachers from all over the world 
who bring the knowledge from the best insti-
tutions to TIAS is pure luxury. I would even 
spend my vacation days to sit in one of their 
courses again.” 

 Netherlands 50%
 Asia 27%
 Europe 5%
 Americas 6%
 Africa/Middle East 12%

Yvette Zzauer
Class of 2014-2015, 
Change and Business 
Management specialization. 
Currently employed as 
Consultant at Capgemini 
Consulting.    

  WE HAVE ALUMNI  IN OVER 70 COUNTRIES 
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The learning 
environment:
campus, city, country

Apart from the diversity of the student body, a number of other 
factors contribute to a pleasant, inspirational and high-quality 
learning environment at TIAS.

The Full-Time MScBA program is housed at our campus in Utrecht, 
the lively, beating heart of The Netherlands. Utrecht’s got hundreds 
of monuments that each contribute to the special atmosphere in this 
centuries-old town. Our location complements our reputation for close 
personal attention and a supportive learning culture. With over 25% of its 
330,000 population being students, Utrecht has one of the highest ratios 
of student populations in The Netherlands.

Centrally located in the Netherlands, Utrecht is also the perfect base from 
which to explore European culture and to visit other neighboring countries. 
The Netherlands is - with good reason - known for its open attitude towards 
different cultures, ideas and life styles. That attitude, together with a proud 
history in trade and banking, has made English a second language that is 
widely spoken at a high level. Many major multinationals headquartered in 
this thriving business culture. The Netherlands enjoys an excellent public 
transport infrastructure.

“After my first month, I told myself and everyone around me 
that this was one of the best decisions I had ever made in my 
life. TIAS has well-equipped facilities, exceptional teaching 
quality, and is also a very friendly environment. I have met 
and worked with people from all over the world, improved my 
research skills, and developed my team work aptitude. The 
staff is also very supportive – whether I had an academic 
or personal issue. Utrecht is a very nice city with many 
international students who can help you to open your mind 
with their stories and experiences. I loved my pink bicycle – 
it took me all over the city and saved me money. And who 
doesn’t love a free gym? I highly recommend TIAS. It is like 
another home.”

Khanh Nguyen
Class of 2012-2013, 
Financial Management 
specialization. Currently employed 
as Fund Accountant at Citco Fund 
Services.
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The admissions 
procedure

Acceptance to the program is based on the candidate’s application 
package, test results and intake interview. 

When evaluating a candidate, we consider educational achievement, life 
experiences, personal interests, professional goals, level of English and test 
scores. We assess academic profiles, strength of overall application, quality 
of the interview and employability amongst others. 

Application
To apply for our International MSc in Business Administration program, 
you have to submit the following via the online application on our website: 
• a completed application form 
• a CV or résumé in English 
• answers to the five essay questions set out in the application form   

relating to your personal objectives and interests 
• one digital passport photo 
• two references
• application fee 
• copies of your bachelor degree and school transcripts (certified 

translations necessary if other than English, German, Dutch, French 
or Spanish). If your diploma has yet to be issued, a recent transcript 
indicating subjects taken and grades earned is required.

Admission tests
Because of the interactive nature of the program and its dependency on 
that interaction, we attach great value to the to the quality, language skills 
and motivation of the individual participants. All candidates must complete 
the TIAS Capacity Test (TCT) or GMAT with a solid score. Your application 
will be reviewed by the Admissions Board and a final decision will be made. 

Since the common language during the MScBA is English, non-native 
English speakers also need to take one of two tests:
• the International English Language Testing System (IELTS) test
• the Test Of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) 
If your Bachelor studies were entirely taught in English, you are exempt 
from taking an English test. 

Tuition and expenses
Program: Starts each year in September
Time investment: 40-50 hours per week, including classes 
Location: TIAS Campus, Utrecht
Costs: € 22,000 (including application fee, enrollment fee, all study 
materials, international study trip and support with visa and housing 
processes for international students. Fees for preparatory courses are not 
included)

Scholarships
Our goal in the admission process is to identify and enroll individuals 
with an excellent academic record and a strong leadership potential, who 
contribute to the diversity in the classroom and to the atmosphere in their 
peer-group. We therefore award substantial scholarships to candidates who 
fit this profile. 

Societal Fund Loan Program
In addition to our scholarships, TIAS offers a loan program for excellent 
international students in financial need called Societal Fund Loan Program 
(SFL). 

The information in this brochure is subject to change. For the latest information please go to www.tias.edu/ftmsc.
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Your faculty

Jalal Ashayeri is the Academic Director of the Full-time MScBA program and 
selected the teachers and professors. 

  A selection of your faculty: 

• Julian Rawel MSc
• Dr. Jeroen de Jong  
• Barry Harrison BA MA 
• Dr. Alf Crossman
• Prof. dr. ir. Jalal Ashayeri
• Dr. Frank Goethals
• Dr. Koen de Bock
• Dr. Christiane Prange
• Robert Willems MSc

• Trefor McElroy MSc
• Dr. Khelifa Mazouz
• Prof. dr. Alexander Groh
• Stelios Kehagias MSc
• Dr. Paulo Gonçalves
• Prof. dr. Philip Stiles
• Shahid Rasul MSc
• Prof. dr. Alfred Slager

Jalal Ashayeri is professor of Supply Chain Management 
at TIAS and at the Department of Econometrics and 
Operations Research of Tilburg University, School of 
Economics and Management. He is also a member of 
the Center for Economic Research (CentER) at Tilburg 
University. Jalal often delivers guest lectures at other 
educational institutes and maintains links with leading 
edge research institutes in Europe and around the world. 
Prior to joining Tilburg University, he was a faculty 
member of the department of Industrial Engineering 
Management at Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 
Belgium. 

  ACADEMIC DIRECTOR 

PROF. DR. IR. 
JALAL ASHAYERI

Rigour and relevance
“The faculty selected to instruct in the MScBA 
program are distinguished senior faculty from TIAS, 
Tilburg University and other well-known institutes 
around the globe. They were selected for their 
demonstrated teaching ability and field experience.”
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NE V ER  S TO P  A SKING

D E T A I L S

Contact 
details

“As the program adviser I am responsible for the 
initial contact with the participants. I provide them 
with information on all practical matters during the 
admission process. In addition, I advise them on how 
to combine their studies with their work and private 
life, on managing the financial particulars and on 
negotiating with their employer. Above all, I work with 
them to see whether this course is the right choice at 
this point in their career. I think it is important they 
get a good and realistic picture of the program and 
that they come to a well-informed decision whether 
or not to join.”

Ineke Visser is TIAS’ Full-time MScBA Program Adviser.

INEKE VISSER
+31 (0)13 466 8655
i.visser@tias.edu

   YOUR 
   PROGRAM ADVISER  
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T I L B U R G  O F F I C E
Warandelaan 2  
5037 AB Tilburg, The Netherlands

U T R E C H T  O F F I C E
Kromme Nieuwegracht 39
3512 HD Utrecht, The Netherlands

+31 (0)13 466 86 00

TA I P E I  O F F I C E
Representative Office for 
North East and South East Asia
12F-9, No.57, Sec.1, ChongQing S. Rd. 
Taipei 10045, Taiwan
+886 223 49 49 77 ext. 12 
asia@tias.edu  

information@tias.edu
www.tias.edu
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